Treaties and their Makers
national waters when the air is charged with electricity and the sky is overcast During the earlier years of the eighteenth century, diplomacy offered the same career to ability, often of very humble station, as war, or as had been done in the Middle Ages by the Church. The poet Matthew Prior had done so well at Ryswick that Bolingbroke vainly endeavoured to secure him for one of the plenipotentiaries at Utrecht. As it was, Bqlingbroke's most serviceable agent in the latter business, Gaultier, belonged to the class which, a little later, was to supply Spanish diplomacy with a Ripperda. Jean Baptiste Gaultier, best known as the Abbe Gaultier, was a French priest who had. drifted on the tide of circumstance and adventure to England ; here he arrived in the train of Marshal Tallard. When the recognition, in 1701, by Louis XIV. of the Pretender as King of England caused the departure of the French ambassador from the English court, Gaultier informally took his place ; settling in London he kept the French Government accurately informed of political movements and national feeling. Closely associated with him was another of Boling-broke's French colleagues. This was Nicolas Mesnager; born at Rouen in 1665, he began life as a barrister, was sent on his first diplomatic mission to Spain by Louis XIV. in 1700, and afterwards to The Hague. In the August of 1711 he was with Gaultier in London, received much hospitality from Harley; with him and with Bolingbroke he concluded (8th October 1711) the preliminaries of the Anglo-French agreement. The next day Bolingbroke introduced Mesnager secretly to the queen at Windsor. Almost immediately afterwards he embarked for France,
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